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Tujuan dari studi ini adalah untuk mempelajari lebih mendalam tentang makna
implisit yang terkandung dalam Bahasa lisan. Topik yang diambil penulis adalah
implikatur percakapan yang terdapat dalam ujaran pemeran utama dalam film A
Streetcar Named Desire. Metode penelitian yang digunakan adalah metode studi
kualitatif dengan metode Simak Bebas Libat Cakap sebagai metode pengumpulan
data dan menggunakan teknik mencatat atau Note Taking Technique sebagai
teknik lanjutan. Populasi pada penelitian ini adalah seluruh ujaran dari pemeran
utama film A Streetcar Named Desire, Blanche Du Bois. Pengambilan sampel
dengan menggunakan teknik purposif atau purposive sampling technique.
Sedangkan dalam menganalisa data, penulis menggunakan metode padan dari
Sudaryanto dengan mengaplikasikan teori Cooperative Principle dan Implicature
dari Grice ke dalam data. Hasil analisis menunjukan bahwa dua belas ujaran
pemeran utama yang dikaji oleh penulis terbukti mengandung implikatur
percakapan, dimana implikatur terjadi karena penutur melakukan pelanggaran
terhadap keempat maksim percakapan. Tujuh tuturan tergolong kategori violate
dan lima tuturan tergolong kategori flout. Penutur menggunakan berbagai
pelanggaran maksim percakapan untuk menyembunyikan fakta, menyampaikan
lelucon, merayu, mencemooh, dan juga untuk mengungkapkan harapan.
Kata kunci: ujaran, prinsip kerjasama, makna implisit.
1. Introduction
Although language is used by a speaker to convey messages, ideas, concepts or
purposes, what a speaker means by his/her utterance can go beyond what the
utterance means. Thus, it is important for us to reveal the intention behind the
utterance that is being said by a speaker to avoid misunderstanding.
Pragmatics is a subfield of linguistics which is suitable to analyse the
language meaning and use that are dependent on the speaker and the context of
utterance. As a part of pragmatic study, Implicature is a term use to describe
something that is conveyed beyond the semantic meaning of the words. It means
what the speaker actually means is much more than what he/she directly
expresses.
In this study, the writer analyses the implied meaning behind Blanche Du
Bois’ utterances in A Streetcar Named Desire movie. It is a movie directed by
Elia Kazan in 1951, which was originally a play written by Tennessee Williams.
The analysis is done using Theory of Conversational Implicature and Cooperative
Principles by Grice (1975).
A Streetcar Named Desire story revolves around conflicts between the two
main characters, Blanche DuBois who is an emotionally troubled lady from the
South and Stanley Kowalski who represent the image of an industrial worker from
the North. The story starts with Blanche’s visit to her sister’s home after she has
lost her job and her family plantation. Stanley, her sister’s husband, feels bothered
by Blanche from the first time they met because of his intolerance for pompous
and condescending people. Actually the feeling is mutual, because Blanche, being
born from an educated and wealthy family, also cannot stand Stanley’s crude and
arrogant attitude. As the story happen, the viewer will find out that much of what
Blanche says is greatly overstated or completely untrue. Her false reality is an illusion
she presents to cover herself from others and also from reality. The truth is that she is
bankrupt, mentally unstable and prostitutes herself to lots of men.
There are two studies that are closely related with this topic. The first one
is Ester Okta Alfina’s final project (2016) entitled “The Maxim Violation on Mata
Najwa Talk Show: Selebriti Pengganda Simpati”, which was done to reveal the
motivation behind the speaker’s violation of a maxim by identifying the kind of
maxim violation and the motivation behind those violations using Grice’s
Implicature and Cooperative Principle Theories. The result showed fifteen
utterances containing violation of the maxim, which were done because the
speaker wanted to show politeness and keep each other face.
The second one is Yuniar Dea Savitri’s study (2015) entitled “The Use of
Implicature in Indonesia Cigarette Advertisement Slogans”, which was aimed at
finding the additional conveyed meaning characterised by the cigarette advertising
catch phrases using Grice’s Theory of Conventional and Conversational
Implicature. The result showed that the publicist of cigarette commercial is using
Implicature in their catchphrases with intention to change the use of persuasive
and improper words which is banned in the advertisement rule.
This study only focuses on the Conversational Implicature resulted from
Blanche Du Bois’ intriguing utterances. The writer chose to only analyse
Blanche’s utterances because she is the only character in the movie who
frequently says something vague and irrelevant, while the other main characters,
especially Stanley, tend to be more straightforward and direct. The writer choose
Implicature Analysis on Blanche Du Bois’ utterance in A Streetcar Named Desire
Movie as the topic of the study because the writer aims to find out kinds of
Cooperative Principles disobeying used in her utterances and the intended
meaning that is resulted from it.
2. Theoretical Framework
This research uses Pragmatic theories of Theory of Conversational Implicature
and Cooperative Principles by Grice (1979) which are suitable to analyze the data
to answer the purpose of this study.
1. Cooperative Principles
Grice’s Cooperative Principle Theory (1975:45) is expressed as follows “Make
your conversational contribution such as is required, at the stage at which it
occurs, by the accepted purpose or direction of the talk exchange in which you are
engaged”. It is based on four sub principles or conversational maxim, as follows
(Grice, 1975: 26-27).
1) The Maxim of Quantity (be informative)
It expects the speaker to give contribution as necessary as needed. In a precise
amount, this is not more or less informative.
2) The Maxim of Quality (be true)
It expects the speaker to give real information based on the fact or clear fact.
3) The Maxim of Relation (be relevant)
It requires the speaker to give relevant contribution
4) The Maxim of Manner (be perspicuous).
It expects the speaker to say something brief, orderly, and also avoid
obscurity and ambiguity.
Grice suggested the four categories of maxims with intention to give guidelines to
the speaker and the hearer of how to manage a successful conversation.
Nonetheless, in actual conversation, people often refuse to be cooperative by does
not observe or fulfil the maxims. For that reasons, Grice (1989) also proposed
four major ways of Non-Observance of a Maxim, which are violating, flouting,
opting-out, and infringing. But in this study, the writer will only focus on the first
two ways of Non-Observance of the Maxims.
1) Flouting a Maxim
Flouting or ‘to deliberately disobey a maxim’ is an obvious non-observance
way of talking, without intention to deceive or mislead (Grice, 1989, as cited
in Thomas, 1995:64). When a speaker flouts a maxim, his/her intentions are
not to deceive the hearer, but instead to make the hearer look for the other
meaning.
2) Violating a Maxim
Grice, in Thomas (1995:73), says that violating a maxim is a blatant non-
observance of a maxim. Therefore, when a speaker violates a maxim, he/she
will prone to deceive. Here, the speaker is purposely do not fulfil certain
maxim, they also often use Implicature with the intention to mislead.
3) Opting Out a Maxim
Grice in Thomas states that a speaker opts out a maxim whenever he indicates
unwillingness to cooperate in the way the maxim requires (1995:74). This
kind of disobeying cooperative principle happened when a speaker cannot or
does not want to give information as required.
4) Infringing a Maxim
Infringing is a type of non-observance where the speaker accidently produces
Implicature (Thomas, 1995:74). A speaker who is infringing a maxim has no
intention to use Implicature nor have intention to mislead. Infringing of a
maxim usually\ occurs because of the speaker’s inability to make a successful
conversation, such as the speaker is an infant, in a state of drunkenness,
nervousness, etc.
2. Implicature
Implicature is an element of speaker meaning which contributes as aspect of what
is actually aimed in speaker’s utterance without being part of what is said (Horn,
2004:3-4).
Grice (1975:44) also stated that there are two kinds of Implicatures,
Conventional and Conversational Implicature. Conversational Implicature is an
added implicit meaning linked with the use of particular word. Meanwhile,
Conventional Implicature consists in the meaning of the words in a sentence and
as such it is pure semantic entailment (Katz and Langendoen, 1967:13).
Conventional Implicature convey the same extra meaning regardless of context
and which are always lexicalized. There are just a few words that can carry a
conventional Implicature, these words are: but, even, therefore and yet (Thomas
1995:57).
3. Research Method
Based on analysis approach, this study is considered as qualitative research, which
is defined as a research method where the accurate data is not in the form of
number but it is in the form of words or things (Sudaryanto, 1993: 62). According
to the purpose of the study, this study belongs to library research, because the
source of the study is dialogue from a movie entitled “A Streetcar Named Desire”.
The data of this research come from the main character utterances that
contain Conversational Implicature. In this research, the writer uses primary data.
In which Arikunto (1998:114) states as data that is directly obtained from the
object of research. The writer obtains the data from the internet, particularly from
http://www.springfieldspringfield.co.uk.
The population in this research is all utterances produced by the main
character of ‘A Streetcar Named Desire’ Movie. In limiting the sample, purposive
sampling technique is used since the writer only chose Blanche DuBois’s
utterances which contain Conversational Implicature.
In this research, the writer uses Documentation Method from Arikunto
(1995:135) to collect data since they are taken from printed and electronic media.
In this case, before gathering the data, the writer uses Simak Bebas Libat Cakap
Method or Non-Participant Observation from Sudaryanto (1993:133) as a method
of collecting data through observing the language use and it could be spoken or
written language. And then, the writer uses the Note Taking Technique by
Sudaryanto (1993:139), in which the writer taking notes of the utterances that
contains Conversational Implicature. These are four steps the writer uses in
collecting the data:
1) Using Documentation Method by taking the video from electronic media.
2) Watching and listening and reading the script thoroughly.
3) Taking notes of Blanche Du Bois’ utterances that contains Conversational
Implicature.
4) Classifying the utterances.
In analysing the data the writer uses Identity Method or metode padan
from Sudaryanto (1993:13) as a method of analyzing data where the researcher
analyses the non-linguistic elements. The sub method that the writer uses is
Referential Identity Method by analyzing the data with the reference of the world.
The steps of data analysis in this study are as follows:
1) Identifying the main characters’ dialogue.
2) Classifying the data to show whether or not the dialogue contains
Conversational Implicature.
3) Analysing the data to find the intended meaning of each utterance.
4) Describing and interpret the data to answer the research problems.
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